The City of London Livery Companies began
in medieval times as fraternities mostly to
protect the interests of particular trades and the
practitioners of those trades. Today there are
102 Livery Companies, some of modern
origin (Builders Merchants, Environmental
Cleaners, Information Technologists) and some of
ancient origin (Mercers, Goldsmiths, Weavers,
Fishmongers). but the oldest Companies began in
this way, protecting the quality and reputation of
the trade and the members of the Company.
Many livery companies can claim long and
distinguished histories, the oldest Charter of
Incorporation of a Livery Company being 1155
(Weavers). Some, such as the World Traders and
Water Conservators, were only incorporated in the
year 2000. Whether ancient in origin, or not, the
modern Livery Companies are custodians of
much City heritage and are trustees of many
traditional and innovative charitable endeavours.

In the autumn of 2000 it was decided to gather
and analyse information from all 102 Livery
Companies in the form of a questionnaire, to
produce this Livery Profile document. This is an
attempt to summarise in total, and in an easily
accessible format, some important information
about the role of Livery Companies today.
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For too long the positive message about the
support for charity, education and welfare given
for centuries by Livery Companies has been
undermined and diminished in importance by a
lack of accurate information. Equally unhelpful,
has been a habit for some of these good works
to be undertaken seemingly by stealth. It can be
no wonder that many people, both within and
without the City of London, either have no
information about such contributions, or hold
vague, untrue and unfair opinions about

Livery Companies.

With the level of giving now reaching record
levels, I am delighted that action has been taken
to obtain an accurate summary of such essential
information from all 102 Companies.
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The Lord Mayor of the City of London
March 2001



