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Foreword

The Charity of Sir Richard Whittington (the Charity) was founded in 1424 under the will of Richard
Whittington (1354-1423) who was Lord Mayor of London four times and Master of the Mercers’

Company three times.

The Mercers’ Company was entrusted with the care of the Charity of Sir Richard Whittington in

1424 and remains the sole Trustee today.
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Trustee’'s Annual Report for the year
ended 31 March 2021

The Trustee presents the Charity’s Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements for the year
ended 31 March 2021. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the
accounting principles set out in note 1 to the financial statements and comply with the Charity’s
Governing Document, the Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their financial statements
in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland

(FRS 102).

Objectives and activities for public benefit

The objects of the Charity are the provision of almshouses at Whittington College, Felbridge, East
Grinstead, Surrey and at Lady Mico’s Almshouses, Stepney, London and to award grants for relief

in need to individuals and to organisations supporting such individuals.

The Trustee confirms that it has complied with its duty under Section 17 Charities Act 2011 to have
due regard to the guidance contained in the Charity Commission’s general guidance on public
benefit when reviewing the Charity's aims and objectives, in planning future activities and in

setting the grant making policy for the year.

Provision of Housing — Achievements, Impact and Future Plans

The greatest achievement during the year is to have continued to operate the two almhouses
with minimal disruption to service provision despite the impact of Covid-19. The residents were
kept safe with increased communication and support from the Trustee’s Housing Team. Sadly,
many of the events and activities normally planned for residents had to be cancelled due to
restrictions. However, a positive approach has been taken and the gardening project has
continued to engage residents at Lady Mico’s and where possible, activities and events were
adapted to be Covid-safe — for example carol singing at Whittington College. This ensured that

there was still an element of social engagement for the residents. All residents at both sites have
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received both doses of the vaccine, apart from two residents who have chosen not to receive it.

There is a total of 88 residents occupying 83 units across the two sites.

Planned building and maintenance works have been undertaken safely and all contractors have
followed government guidance in order to keep up to date with maintenance on sites. Since the
year end, both sites have been audited by BSI and no issues have been found. In addition, the

Trustee continues to be accredited as a good provider under the EROSH Code of Practice.

External evaluators Wavehill evaluated the Health & Wellbeing programme for residents and
recommendations have been made as to how this can be improved for residents taking account

of their feedback.

The Charity is one of three charities whose housing provision is managed by the Trustee. The
future strategy for the Mercer managed almshouses is under review, including discussion of

increasing the provision. The review is expected to be completed in 2022.

Grant Making — Achievements, Impact and Future Plans

The Charity is one of several charities that contributes to the people-based Philanthropy
Framework co-ordinated by the Trustee. This framework comprises three major grant-making
programmes (Young People & Education, Older People & Housing and Church & Communities)
which reflect the intentions of the participating charities’ benefactors. The programmes aim to
tackle disadvantage by focusing on individuals, families, and communities and supporting
organisations that help people to reach their potential in several ways including: by inspiring a
love of learning; strengthening self-belief and wellbeing; and creating opportunities to live a

balanced, rewarding and varied life. The Charity supports all three programmes.

Review of performance and achievements

Covid Response

In March 2020 the Charity contributed to the Trustee’s Rapid Response Fund (RRF) to support
existing grant holders across all three programmes with additional funds of up to £10,000 for
immediate/emergency needs in response to Covid-19. This initial emergency funding was used
to provide food and essentials for food banks, IT equipment for disadvantaged children and
enabled community organisations to enhance their response. The scope of the RRF was then

extended so that grants could made to help support organisations deliver services differently
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and to adapt and thrive beyond the crisis. The Charity made 44 grants through the Rapid
Response Fund totalling £258,727.

London Community Response - in addition to the RRF, the Charity aligned almost £250,000 to the
London Community Response, a collaborative response overseen by London Funders to support
groups responding to the needs of communities in the capital affected by the pandemic. 1
grants (totalling nearly £100,000) were awarded to organisations working with older people in
London as part of Wave 3 of the response. Three grants totalling £149,400 were awarded to

organisations working with young people in London as part of Wave 5 of the response.

STEM catch-up — The Young People & Education programme developed a STEM Catch Up funding
programme in response to Covid. A grant of £160,000 was made jointly to Thomas Telford School
and Madeley, Walsall and Sandwell Academies to provide a comprehensive programme of
support to disadvantaged students who had fallen behind in Science, Technology, Engineering

and Maths (STEM) subjects due to the pandemic.

The Charity has continued to support the wider programmes to which it contributes.

Young People & Education Programme

The Charity funds in their entirety two of the Young People & Education Programme’s Special

Initiatives.

The Early Years Special Initiative supports organisations aiming to reduce the attainment gap in
children aged between 0 and 5 years old. The initiative started in 2019 and the third and final
cohort - ICAN, National Children’s Bureau, Tales Toolkit Ltd and Peeple - were selected and will
be starting their programmes throughout 2021. This takes the total number of organisations
supported through this Special Initiative to ten. Working alongside the cohorts is a team from
specialist evaluator, the Education Policy Institute and capacity builder, the Cranfield Trust. During

the year 10 grants were made in support of the Early Years Special Initiative totalling £830,254.

The Literacy Special Initiative aims to improve literacy among children facing disadvantage in
London by encouraging them to read and write for pleasure. In May 2020, World Book Day joined
the existing 7 organisations to complete the Literacy cohort. This Special Initiative is still at an
early stage and the Covid-19 pandemic forced a number of charities to delay the start of their
work. The Open University (OU) has been commissioned as the research partner for the Literacy
Special Initiative to understand what approaches and methodologies are effective in inspiring

and encouraging children and young people to read and/or write for pleasure and what is it that
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makes these approaches effective. The OU is also working with the charities to improve their own
evaluation practice. During the year 4 grants were made in support of the Literacy Special

Initiative totalling £238,500.

Older People & Housing Programme

The Older People & Housing's grant-making programme has two priorities: Combatting

































































































































